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MENINGOCOCCAL MENINGITIS PATIENT ABSCONDED AT MAMELODI HOSPITAL

Gauteng Department of Health and Social Development urges the community to assist in a search for a patient who after being provisionally diagnosed with meningococcal meningitis absconded from Mamelodi Hospital in Tshwane.

The patient, Mr Dace Danneth (26) presented himself to the hospital on 12 December 2011 and he absconded after being diagnosed.  The hospital immediately called his brother Bongani and explained the seriousness of the illness to him.  The brother confirmed that the patient was at home and promised to return him to the hospital but never did.  The contact number has since been off.

The hospital accompanied by SAPS have been to the address provided on the admission card (Phomolong Ext6, Mamelodi East) but were not successful in finding the missing patient.

Meningococcal Meningitis is a communicable disease and it is transmitted from person to person through droplets of respiratory or throat secretions as well as close or prolonged contact such as kissing, sneezing, and coughing on someone.  

The signs for meningitis are severe headache, fever, vomiting, irritability, reduced consciousness and rashes on the body. It is spread through drops of fluids from the mouth, throat or nose of someone who has the illness.

To prevent meningitis one must avoid contact with any person with suspicion of the illness, and must also wash their hands after touching the affected person.

Those who experience these symptoms or have been in contact with people with meningitis should immediately present themselves at a health facility where they will be examined and given necessary medication.

Attempts to find the patient, Mr Dave Danneth are continuing.
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